
Dr. Karen Harkness, RN, PhD, Clinical Strategist, 
CorHealth Ontario 

Dr. Karen Harkness has been a cardiovascular nurse for over 30 years 

and completed her PhD studies in 2009. Her graduate studies were 

supported by a Junior Research Fellowship Award (Heart and Stroke of 

Canada) and the FUTURE training program for Cardiovascular Nurse 

Scientists (CIHR).  

Between 2009-2014, Dr. Harkness was a cardiovascular nurse clinician 

scientist and supported by a Research Early Career Award (Hamilton 

Health Sciences) and New Investigator Award (Hamilton Health 

Sciences).  She also is an Assistant Clinical Professor with the Faculty of 

Health Sciences at McMaster University and has over 30 peer reviewed 

publications in the last 5 years.   

Dr. Harkness is a member of the Canadian Cardiovascular Society Heart Failure Guidelines 

(Secondary Panel) and a member of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the 

Canadian Heart Failure Society.   

Currently Dr. Harkness is a clinical strategist and subject matter expert for heart failure at 

CorHealth Ontario (formerly known as the Cardiac Care Network). This role includes engaging 

key stakeholders from clinical, research and administrative positions to help inform and improve 

health system design and patient- centred care in Ontario. 

Academic Articles: 

 Huitema, A.A., Harkness, K., Heckman, G., McKelvie, R.S. (2018). The Spoke-Hub-and-
Node Model of integrated heart failure care. Canadian Journal of Cardiology, 34(7), 863-
870.  

 Buck, H.G., Stromberg, A., Chung, M.L., Donovan, K.A., Harkness, K., Howard, A.M., Kato, 
N., Polo, R., Evangelista, L.S. (2018). A systematic review of heart failure dyadic self-care 
interventions focusing on intervention components, contexts, and outcomes. International 
Journal of Nursing Studies, 77, 232-242. 

 McDougall, A., Kinsella, E.A., Goldszmidt, M., Harkness, K., Strachan, P., Lingard, L. 
(2018). Beyond the realist turn: a socio-material analysis of heart failure self-care. Sociology 
of Health and Illness, 40, 218-233.   

 Heckman, G., Boscart, V., Huson, K., Costa, A., Harkness, K., Hirdes, J., Stolee, P., 
McKelvie. (2018). Enhancing Knowledge and InterProfessional care for Heart Failure 
(EKWIP-HF) in long-term care: a pilot study. Pilot Feasibility Studies, 4(9), 2-11.  

 Ezekowitz, J.A., O’Meara, E., McDonald, M., Abrams, H., Chan, M., Ducharme, A., 
Giannetti, N., Grzeslo, A., Howlett, J.G., Koshman, S.L., Lepage, S., McKelvie, R.S., Moe, 
G.W., Rajda, M., Swiggum, E., Virani, S.A., Zieroth, S., Al-Hesayen, A., Cohen-Solal, A., 
Holder, E., Fremes, S., Green, L., Haddad, H., Harkness, K., Hernandez, A.F., Kouz, S., 
LeBlanc, M.H., Masoudi, F.A., Ross, H.J., Roussin, A., Sussex, B. (2017). 2017 
Comprehensive Update of the Canadian Cardiovascular Society Guidelines for the 
Management of Heart Failure. Canadian Journal of Cardiology, 33(11), 1342-1433.  

 Virani, S.A., Bains, M., Code, J., Ducharme, A., Harkness, K., Howlett, J.G., Ross, H., 
Zieroth, S. (2017).The Need for Heart Failure Advocacy in Canada. Canadian Journal of 
Cardiology, 33(11), 1450-1454.  

https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1478314
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1478314
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1492565
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1139268
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1139268
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1473309
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1473309
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1473309
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/publication1540316

